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From the Principal…. 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Kia ora, Talofa lava, hello, namaste, malo lei! 
 
Keeping children safe on the internet continues to be big concern for schools and for  
parents and guardians. At the NZ Intermediate and Middle Schools conference last week, 
John Parsons, who works with NZ Police and other groups on internet safety for young 
people, told us that 75% of all cyber bullying and inappropriate use of the internet occurs  
at home. Only 11% is at school. 
 
With digital technology like smartphones, Facebook, Instagram, email, text and other apps 
are readily available to students. It is more important than ever that students are taught 
to make responsible choices when on their phones, computers and tablets, and that they 
are monitored. Students’ poor cyber choices can have far reaching consequences, so please 
be vigilant for the safety of your child and others.  
 
John Parsons went on to say, ‘The three most important assets a child needs to use 
technology safely are self-control, empathy and a strong sense of self-worth, all of that can 
be found in a home that nurtures, loves and protects the child. The most important 
relationship a child has is the one they have with family; it is not the one they have with 
technology.’ 
 
Together, we need to teach our children to ‘take responsibility for their actions so that 
don’t become adults believing that nothing is ever their fault’ and consequently we will 
have fewer digital bullying issues to deal with at school and home. I look forward to 
working in partnership with you on this matter. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
Pearl Murti 
Principal 

 
 

The Big Picture! 

 

The Big Picture! 
 

Get your copy 
today! 
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KEY EVE 

The most powerful predictor of success is students’ expectations of themselves. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Room 13 Science 

 

 
Room 13 students have been studying the water in 
Black Creek and finding out if there are any 
invertebrates living in the water. They classified any 
life they found.  

__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Big Picture! 
It is 15 years since the merger of the two Intermediates 

and to mark the occasion and celebrate our achievements 
since the merger, we decided to have a whole school 

photograph taken by Southlight Photographers. 
 

The whole process was a great experience for our 
students and we are delighted with the end result. 

Our school has come a long way and is undergoing more 
changes as we embrace 21st Century learning and 

learning environments, and we are proud to offer some 
amazing facilities to our students. 

 
Go on our website, www.wis.school.nz, view the Big 
Picture and video, and order your copy online today! 

It is only $50 unframed and $105 framed for the next two 
weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ICAS Competitions 
Mathematics 
30 students participated. The top students were: 
 
Year 7s  
1st =  Connor Gourley   Credit 
1st =   Josiah Louwrens  Credit 
3rd    Taylor Ching  Credit 
4th= Nadia Ibrahim Credit 
4th=      Waaka Poutu  Credit 
 
Year 8s 
1st   Jerry Zhu     High Distinction 
2nd  Noah Palelei    Distinction 
3rd   Sophie Wilkinson   Credit 
4th Ria Aberdein-Tapuai Merit   
 
English 
29 students participated. The top students were: 
 
Year 7s - 13 students 
1st  Isabelle Dobbs   Credit 
2nd  Ethan Woods    Credit 
3rd   Josiah Louwrens   Merit  
 
Year 8s - 16 students 
1st  Noah Palelei   Credit 
2nd  Ria Aberdein-Tapuai Merit 
3rd=     Suave Mohi   Participation 
3rd=     Jerry Zhu                       Participation 
 

Congratulations to all these students and others 
who participated in the competitions! 

 

Students of the month 
October 

 
 

Jerry Zhu & Noah Palelei 
Mathematics ICAS 

Jerry – High Distinction 
Noah – Distinction 

 

 
2016 Touch Champions! 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hall Fundraiser 
The Hall continues to improve with new features being added on to enable us to use it for performances. Please donate 
towards this project and have your family/whanau name on the Honours Board in the Hall. If you haven’t seen it yet, 
come and visit! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER RETURN FORM 

I have read this newsletter. 

Name of Student:    _________________________________________________________Room: ___________         

Parent/ Caregiver’s Signature: 

Please check out our website www.wis.school.nz and click ‘sign up’ to receive emails to keep 
up to date with what is happening here at school 

E-PRO8 Challenge 
(Engineer Problem Solving Innovate) 

3 WIS teams participated in the annual EPro8 Challenge on 
Tuesday evening held in our school hall. 

While we were not placed in the top 3, a worthwhile learning 
experience was had by all of our students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 Fabrics Module Project 
At the end of Term 3, the Year 8s completed their 
Fabrics module project, based on sustainability and 
technological innovation.  The module required them to 
individ ually plan, design and make their own ‘device 
bag’ for holding either a phone, chromebook or laptop 
and accessories.   
 
The bags were made using old jeans.  The students 
looked at various bags used for holding devices and 
came up with their own designs to meet their specific 
needs.  The module was very successful and the 
students did a fantastic job at completing their project. 
 Here are a few different examples of what they came up 
with.   
 
A big thank you to Maroussia in Room 3 and her family 
for the very generous donation of jeans used for this 
project. 

 

ATTENDANCE TO SCHOOL 
Each year the Ministry of Education collates the 
attendance data for schools in Term 2.  
Our 2016 Term 2 attendance data shows: 
 

 Year 7 had the highest percentage of students 
attending regularly, with 67.1% being present most 
of the time; Year 8 had 62.5%. 

 
 Asians had the highest percentage of students 

attending regularly at 93.3%.  
 

 Māori had the lowest percentage of students 
attending regularly at 57.9%.  

 
 The most common reason for absence was illness 

but also truancy (Parents not ringing in to say why 
their child is absent). 
 

 69.1% of Year 7s arrived on time to school daily;  
66.2% of Year 8 were on time to school. 

 
 European/Pākehā had the highest  

percentage of students arriving on time at 72.0% 
 

 Pasifika had the lowest percentage being on  
time - 57.4%. 

 
We all know that regular attendance and being on 
time to school are critical to students doing well in 
school.  

 Please make sure your child is in school by 
8.45am daily  

 Please ring or text us if your child is going to 
be absent.  

 

 
2017 ENROLMENTS 

Please remember that all enrolment forms for the 
2017 school year for Year 6 pupils is due now. 

 

 

END OF YEAR EVENTS 
 

 Term 4 Merit Assembly – 18 November 
 Production – 29 November 
 Sailing ‘Have a Go’ – 25 November 
 EOTC Week – 5 – 9 December 
 Year 8 Awards Assembly – 6 December 
 Year 8 Formal – 8 December 
 End of Year Reports – 9 December 
 JAFFA – 12 December 
 Pool Day – 13 December 
 Last day for students – 15 December 
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SPORTS 
Touch Rugby 
Our school hosted the Inter Intermediate Touch Rugby tournament on Friday 28 October. We entered two teams in the 
tournament.  Both teams played very well, in particular, the Mixed A team who won!! Congratulations!  Thank you to our 
coaches Mr Hayes and Mr Gibbons, and Mr Wallace and his team from Room 5 for their organisation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM FITTING 
WEDNESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER  

3.00 – 6.30PM 
OFFICE FOYER 

 
Representatives from Argyle Schoolwear, 

suppliers of our school uniform, will be here at 
school to assist parents/guardians with uniform 

fitting and sizing for their children 
Sample uniforms will be available to try on. 

 
REMINDER 

 All 2017 enrolments are expected to wear 
the new green polo shirt and PE shirt. 

 As from 1 January 2017 white polo shirts 
are no longer part of the school uniform. 

OCTOBER GOLD SLIP WINNERS 
 Shawnee Dolden (8) 
 Vicky-May Davies (5) 
 Jessica Barrett (14) 
 Zachary Chapman-Cooper (5) 

 

 

NEWSLETTER RETURN FORM 

I have read this newsletter dated 31 October 2016 

Name of Student: _______________________Rm ____ 

Parent/Caregiver Signature: _____________________________________ 

September Newsletter Draw: Lily-May Owen (6), Zain Randall (6), Layla Ririnui (4) 

 

Our Mixed A and B Touch Teams 
after the Mixed A team won the final. 

Congratulations!! 

 
 

Members of our school band ‘Mana Ake’ performing at the  

Brandon Intermediate Performing Arts Festival 2016 on Friday 28 October 2016. 

 


